The Phonetics of English Pronunciation (WS2008/9)
Mock exam

Ingmar Steiner
Institute of Phonetics

Note: Unless otherwise stated, all sections refer to the Southern British variety of English.

1 International Phonetic Alphabet

1.1 Consonants

Explain the meaning of the following IPA consonant symbols by marking the correct value for
voicing, place, and manner of articulation. (3 x per line)
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1.2 Vowels

Explain the meaning of the following IPA vowel symbols by marking the correct value for height,
position, and rounding. (3 x per line)

close
near-close
close-mid
mid
open-mid
near-open
open
front
near-front
central
near-back
back
unrounded
rounded
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2 US vs. British English

For each of the the following narrow transcriptions, mark whether the variety of English is more
likely to be pronounced by a speaker of US or British English. (1 x per row)
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3 Pitfalls for Germans

The following narrow transcriptions contain instances of where a German speaker has mispro-
nounced English words. For each one, mark which (if any) of the common pitfalls listed in the
columns the speaker has fallen into. (up to 9 x per line)
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manage  [mentyf]
swallow  ['svolot]

%Final Voiced Consonant(s)
bpronouncing diphthongs as monophthongs
‘weakening of unstressed vowels

4 Boundary effects

The following utterances contain several opportunities for words to be linked together or oth-
erwise influence each others’ pronunciation in normal, fluent speech. For every word boundary,
mark whether a boundary effect is possible, and if yes, which kind occurs. (1 x per column).
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consonant-vowel linking
[j]-linking

[w]-linking

[1]-linking

assimilation

elision

none of the above
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5 Stress test

Display your understanding of unstressed vowel weakening by selecting the best transcription for
each of the following English words. (Circle the corresponding letter)

5.1 wrrevocably

a. [1ro'voukebli] b. [ire'voukebli] c. [iro'voukabli] d. [ere'voukibli]
5.2 organisational
a. [o:gonr'zerfonl] b. [o:gan1'zerfnol] c. [orgent'zerfnal] d. [o:geno'zerfonsl]

5.3 bad-mannered

a. [baed'meenid] b. ['beed'manod] c. ['beed'meend] d. ['bed'meenead]



