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ABSTRACT
This paper explores the derivation of
the surface forms of the weak-stem
verb forms in Modern Chaldean.
Weak-stem forms are those forms that
include the glides /y,w/ among their
triconsonantal radicals. The inter-
calation of vowels in the verb para-
digms include /y,w/,and the labile
nature of these glides, produce surface
forms that are at variance with the
corresponding strong-stem paradigms.

0.0 INTORDUCTION

Modern-Chaldean is one of the cur-
rently spoken, and much changed,
dialects of Classical Syriac/Aramaic.
There are many such dialects, but the
dialect that is the focus of this
presentation is the dialect of

/mange$i/, a town in the northern
part of Iraq.

1.0 DATA AND PROCEDURES.
There is no lexicon for the Modern
Chaldean dialect of /mangei/ that
will provide a list of all the weak-stem
lexical items. I have depended on lists
of words found in several grammars or
lexica of other dialects as my data
sources. The lexical items that were
provided in these sources needed to be
phonemically modified to the
/mange§s/ sound patterns. These
sources provided a representative
sample of lexical items in which /w,y/
occur in verbal paradigms.

2.0 STEMS WITH /Y,W/

/wy/ are contrastive units in this
dialect as shown in the examples:
/yarixa/ long’ [wariéa/ ‘root’
/sya?a/ ‘fence’ [swa?a/ ‘satisfy’
/gnaya/ ‘set’ /gnawa/ ‘steal’

3.0 /Y/ IN INITIAL POSITION

The terms INITIAL, MEDIAL, and FINAL
positions refer to the first, second and
third consonantal segments of the root
respectively. The following stems
illustrate /y/ in initial positions in
roots:

[yrx/ ‘long, /ypy/ ‘bake’
[ywl/ ‘give’, [yws/ ‘dry
/yld/ ‘give birth’  /ylp/ ‘learn’
/yqé/ ourn’ * /yqr/ ‘heavy
/yrx/ ‘length’ [ytw/ ‘sit’, etc.

In the conjugation of the verbal
forms various changes take place that
affect the initial /y/ of the stem. An
instructive way of observing this
process is to compare the strong and
the weak paradigms of the verb in a
conjugational framework. Only the
singular paradigm is given here, since
the plural suffixes do not affect the
changes in the stem differently from
the singular:

3.1 Strong/Weak
/d-r-s/ ‘study’ /y-1-p/ ‘learn’
/drasa/ ‘to study’ /?ilapa/ ‘tolearn’
1s./darsin/‘l study’ /yalpsn/ ‘I learn’
2s./darsit/ ‘you study’

/yalpst/ ‘you learn’
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3s./darss/ ‘he studies’

/yalip/ ‘he learns’
1s./drsli/ ‘I studied’

/lspli/, /27ilipli/ ‘T learned’
2s./drslux/ ‘you studied’ i

/lsplux/, /?ilwplux/ ‘you learned
3s./drssly/ ‘he studied’ ’

/Jlipls/, /2ilspls/ ‘he learned
imp.2s./dros/ ‘study’

Jlop/, /%ilop/ ‘learn’
imp.2p./drusu/ ‘study’

/lupu/, /?ilupu/ ‘learn’

R1. y-Deletion. ]
y—->0/#__C /ylspli/ > /lspli/
R2. y/w-Syllabification . )
y—>1i/V_C/ [ylop/~—> [ilop/
R7. ?-Insertion. )
0-->?/#__V [ilop/ —-> /%ilop/
Both options occur and are accep;ap}e:
The glide /y/ is deleted in the initial
cluster. The second option is that /y/
is converted to /i/. This necessitates
the addition of a glottal stop /?/
before the vowel, since all syllables
begin with a consonant, and vowels do
not begin syllables in this dialect.

32 /Y/ IN MID-POSITION _
The following stems illustrate /y/ in
mid-position:

dy$/ ‘trample’ /zyd/ ‘increase’
o ol /oK)
[cym/ ‘close’ /nys/ ‘bite’
/dyn/ ‘judge’ [xyt] ‘sew’
Jlys/ ‘chew’

Strong/Weak o
/d-r-s/ ‘study’ /d-y-n/ ‘judge

/drasa/ ‘to study’ /dyana/ ‘to judge’
1s. /darsin/ ‘I study’
/denin/ I judge’
2s. /darsit/ ‘you study’
/denst/ ‘you judge’
3s. /danis/ ‘he studies’
/daysn/ ‘he judges’
1s. /drsli/ 1 studied’
/dwnni/ ‘I judged’ -
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2s. /drislux/ ‘you studied’

/dwnnux/ ‘you judged’
3s. /drishy/ ‘he studied’

/dinns/ ‘he judged’ .
imp.s. /dros/ ‘study’ /don/, ‘judge ’
imp.p. /drusu/ ‘study’ /dunu/, ‘judge

R2. y/w-Syllabification. '
y—->i/V__C /daynin/ —-> /dainin/
RS. Tense vowel lowering.
j—->e/V_ /dainin/ -> /daemn/
R6. Vowel deletion.

V1V2 —> V2 /daemn/ --> /denin/

33 /Y/IN FINAL POSITION )
The following stems illustrate /y/ in
final position:

/bny/ build /gby/[beg
/ihy/ “tired’ /dry/put *
/ypy/ ‘bake’ /hwy/ b’
[xzy/ ‘se€’ /tpy/ ‘stick’
/kly / (stay’ / cmy, / ‘put out’
/kry/ ‘shorten’

Strong/Weak

/d-r-s/ ‘study’ [k1-y/ ‘stay

/drasa/ ‘to study’ /Klaya/ ‘to stay’
1s./darsin/ ‘I study’

/kalin/ ‘I stay’
2s./darsit/ ‘you study’

/kalit/ ‘you stay’
3s./dar1s/ ‘he studies’

/kals/ ‘be stays’
1s./drssli/ 1 studied’

/Kleli/ ‘I stayed’
2s./drislux/ ‘you studied’

/Klelux/ ‘you stayed’
3s./drisl/ ‘he studied’

/Kleli/ ‘he stayed’
imp.s./dros/ ‘study’

/Kle/ £. ‘stay’, /Kli/ m. ‘stay’

imp. p. /drusu/ ‘study’ /Klo/ ‘stay’

R3. y-Syllabification before non-low
vowel. )
y—>1i/_V /kalywn/ —-> /kalin/
RS. Tense vowel lowering. )
i—-e/V__  /Khili/ -> JKlieli/




R6. Vowel deletion.
V1V2 —> V2 /kheli/ ~> /Kleli
/[kalisn/ —> /kalin/

4.0 /W/ IN INITAL POSITION

The following stems illustrate /w/ in
initial position:

/wib/ ‘duty’ /wrq/ ‘paper’
/wrd/ ‘rose’ Jwré/ ‘root’

No verbal form beginning with /w/ is
available for conjugation.

4.1 /W/ IN MEDIAL POSITION
The following stems illustrate /w/ in
medial position:

/hwy/ ‘become’ /zwn/ ‘buy’
[xwr/ ‘white’ [twr/ ‘break’
RURS Jawy/ ‘hard
fswt/ ump

Strong/Weak

/d-r-s/ ‘study’ /z-w-n/ ‘buy’

/drasa/ ‘to study’ /zwana/ ‘to buy’
1s./darssn/ ‘I study’
/zomn/ ‘I buy’
2s./darsst/ ‘you study’
/zont/ ‘you buy’
3s./dars/ ‘he studies’
/zawin/ ‘he buys’
1s./drisli/ ‘I studied’
/zwinni/ ‘I bought’
2s./drsslux/ ‘you studied’
/zwinnux/ ‘you bought’
3s./drisls/ ‘he studied’
/zwinni/ ‘he bought’
imp. s./dros/ ‘study’  /zwon/ ‘buy’
imp. p./drusu/ ‘study’ /zwunu/ ‘buy’

R2. y/w-Syllabification.

w--> u/V_C /zawnin/--> [zaunmin/
RS. Tense vowel lowering.

u-—->0 /V__ /zaunin/ --> /zaonin/
R6. Vowel deletion.

V1V2 —--> V2 fzaonn/ —~> [zonin/

42 /W/ IN FINAL POSITION
The following stems illustrate /w/ in
final position:

[ytw/ ‘sit’ /gnw/ ‘steal’

[xew/ ‘spoil’ /qrw/ ‘near’
/slw/ “cross’

Strong/Weak

/d-r-s/ ‘study’ /g-n-w/ ‘steal’

/drasa/ to study’  /gnawa/ ‘to steal
1s. /darswin/ T study’
/ganwin/ T steal’
2s. /darsst/ ‘you study’
/ganwst/ ‘you steal,
3s. /dars/ ‘he studies’
/ganu/ ‘he steals’
1s. /drisli/ ‘I studied’
/gnuli/ I stole’
2s. /drislux/ ‘you studied’
/gnulux/ ‘you stole’
3s. /drasls/ ‘he studied’
/gnuls/ ‘he stole’
imp.s. /dros/ ‘study’
/gnu/ ‘steal’
imp.p. /drusu/ ‘study’
/gnuwu/ ‘steal’

R2. y/w-Syllabification.
w—>u/V_C /gamw/ --> /ganiun/
R6. Vowel deletion.

V1V2 -—-> V2 /ganw/ --> /ganu/

5.0 SUMMARAY

The /wy/ segments change in the
sequences of verb paradigms according
to specific rules that are determined by
the contexts in which these segments
occur. There is similarity between the
rules rules for the glides but no
identity. There are more changes that
are operative with the high front glide
/y/ than the changes of the back high
glide /w/. The discussion of the
changes was limited to the verbal para-
digm, and may be extended to other
lexical paradigms with comparable
expectations. There are other contexts
in which these changes take place, and
are under investigation.

6.0 SUMMARY OF RULES:
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R1. y-Deletion.

y—>0 /#_C

[-syll]

-cons] [-syll]
[+high]->[0] /#__[+ cons]
[+tens]

[-back]

{-roun]

R2. y/w-Syllabification.

yw->i/V_C

[-syl, -cons, +high, +tense]
I

\/
[+ sy/ll ]
[+syll] [-syll
[-cons) [+ cons]

R3. y-Syllabification before non-low
vowel.

y->i/_V

[-syll])

[-cons] [+syll]
[+high)-> [+sy1] /_[-cons]

[+tens) .

[-low]

[-back]

[-roun]

R4. y-Deletion between two non-low
vowels.
[-syl -cons +hi +tense -bk -rnd]

\/
0
/
[+sylll  [+syl])
[-cons] [-cons]
[How] __ [-low]
RS. Tense vowel lowering.
i—->e /V__
u-->0 /V__

[+syll]

[-cons] [+syll]
[+high) —> [-high]/[-cons]__
[+tens]

R6. Vowel deletion.
V1V2 > V2
[+syll] [+syll]
[-cons] [-cons]

1 2 —->2

R7. ?-Insertion.
0-->7/#_YV

-syll]

%-?ons] [+syll]
0 -> [-voic] /#___ [-cons]

[-cont}
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