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ABSTRACT

The unmarked stress pattern obviously differs
in the degree of grammaticalness from the marked
patterns in line-initial position, caesura, and
thyme and alliteration. Separation of linguistic
intuition from poetic license enables us to define
the former more narrowly and limit the scope of
poetic license., The Main Stress Rule captures un-
marked stress patterns of trisyllabic words of 01d
French origin, while stylistic rules account for
marked stress patterns which are only derivatives
from the unmarked ones. The stress patterns of 0ld
French words were modified when they were borrowed
into Middle English.

INTRODUCTION

Halle and Keyser [1] show that both the Initial
Stress Rule inherited from 0ld English and the
Romance Stress Rule were productive in the language
of Chaucer and his contemporaries. The former rule
correctly determined the place of stress for words
like h81i, félawe, while the latter rule assigns
Stress to the three types of words Tydeus, Satdrnes,
and hondur, respectively. They notice that stress
doublets like comfért - cdmfort must be described
either in terms of a shift into another lexical
category or in terms of assumption of two possible
Pronunciations, one with a lax vowel in the last
syllable, the other with a tense vowel.

Nakao [2] argues that the application of the Romance
Stress Rule and the Stress Retraction Rule mccounts
for stress doublets like bargéyn ~ brgeyn. Under
Nakao's analysis, the stress placement in doublets
Seems to be highly motivated and the Initial Stress
Rule can be eliminated. Closer examination reveals
that the Romance Stress Rule, which plays a crucial
Tole in the analyses mentioned above,faces serious
dj-ff.‘lculties in assigning stress to 0l1d French loan-
vords [3: 111-12].

Under the two analyses presented by Halle and Keyser
ad by Nakao, thetwo stress patterns in doublets
¥uld have the same degree of grammaticalness and,
ﬂwr8f°r9, speakers. of late Middle English would
have possessed a broader and looser linguistic
Intuition than speakers of any other age.

Hovever, 1 [3] argue that the unmarked stress p?t_l_
tern obviously differs in the degree of grémmatlcé
fess from the marked patterns in line-initial posi-
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tion, caesura, and rhyme and alliteration and that
Chaucer and his contemporaries composed their
verses utilizing poetic license which was partly
deviant from their own linguistic intuition. This
approach predicts that difference in judgment of
grammaticality of the same stress patterns reflects
the difference in derivations. Separation of lin-
guistic intuition from poetic license will enable
us to define the former more narrowly and limit

the scope of poetic license,

It is argued in Matsushita [3] that the Main Stress
Rule captures unmarked stress patterns of bisyl-
labic words of both native and 0ld French origin
like bdsom, bihfest, cftee, and benfgne, while
stylistic rules account for marked stress patterns
like bosém, b{heest, citée, and bénigne which are
only derivatives from the unmarked ones. I assume
that the stress patterns of 0ld French words were
modified when they were borrowed into Middle Eng-
lish.

The unmarked stress patterns in late Middle English
are subcategorized into three parts. Consider the
stress assignment in the following trisyllabic
words. Nouns: bichel¥k (A.Prol 80, MV bicheler),
$deweris (PP1A 10.200), symonie (PP1B 2.63, MV
symonye); Adjectives: sfngu;gﬁr (G.CY 997, MV sin-
gulare), délickit (E.CL 927, MV délicate), partic-
ul®r (E.C1), consbrvatiE (HF 847); abhémin@ble
(B.NP 4243); Verbs: 3ccu§{€ (F.Sq 64), sdcrifite
(TC 5.423, MV sécrifice), mgnistren (PP1B 12.52).
To account for the observed stressdistribution, I
propose to assign primary stress to the antepenul-
timate vowel except that an unstressed lax vowel is
optionally suffixed to the word if the penultimate
vowel is nontense and is followed by no more than
a single consonant. The last vowel is either lax
or tense and may be followed by more than one con-
sonant. Notice that inflectional suffixes are
neutral to the Main Stress Rule., Words prefixed
with ad-, in-, and dis- like apparayl (GGK 601),
apAraunt (Eih 1007), engéndred (E.C1 158), and
discbverest (G.CY 696) receive primary stress on
the penult by the Main Stress Rule. There are
many words that are morphologically analyzable into
one of the prefixes aper-, compr -,etc.,/followed
by a stem such as -ceyve, -hende, etc.: %Eercéxved
(RR 6371), ééﬁgreh nde (BD 762). The stress place~
ment rule must assign primary stress to the final
stem in these words. Using the customary formalism
for the statement of phonological rules, I state
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| ; the Main Stress Rule as follows [3: 115]: Nouns ) {nstances occur in the line-initial . . ,
: Ch. 4bstinénce 21x (@ 11x); A4bstinence (PP1A 5,220, the caesura, and 240 in rhyme 125 p031t1:ton,.9 in Ch. répentdnce 10x ((®'9x); répentaunce (PP1A
V —> [1 stress] 6.109, 8.119/PPIC 7.440) ’ yme. unmarked in- 5.43/PP1B 5.232/PP1C 7.234), MV repéntance
stances occur elsewhere., 1In the alliterative 5 i ’
PR o (({-tense]cl)cv (o)1 Ch. 4ppet{t(es) 16x @ 9x); &ppetyt (PPIA 7,251 unmarked stress pattern occurs 85 £i hile ne oes AdJeztl"eS,
= —70 v [+) [ Ch. Argumént(s) 20x ( @ 5x); 4drgumentz (PP1B m?s v l € no Ch. 4cceptible D.Sum 1913 (@ 1x)
where ¢ stands for a schwa. . - 15.375/PP1C 20.110) instances of the marked pattern are identified. Ch, 4ppardunt 2x (® 2x); ap&raunt (Cln 1007)
Ch. 4udiénce 18x (@ 1x, ® 17x); 4udi p In the stylistic component of the LME grammar the MV app4rant s
Let us turn now to our discussion of the difference ) 8.94) ’ # dudtence (FRIC Metrical Rule I (MR:I) z.ipplies to woxjds of 019 Ch. cdrporéll RR 6757 (@ 1x)
between the Romance Stress Rule proposed by Halle Ch. chimpidun 9x (@ 6x); chi(u)mpion (PPl 9 41/ French origin like Zbstinence, £ppetit, and dan- Ch. enténtif 3x (@ 1x)/ éntent{f 5x (®@ 5%)
L . H P . gerous to derive metrical forms like 4bstinénce Ch 4td
and Keyser and Nakao and the Main Stress Rule just PPIC 16.279, 21.104) — s e - errdtik TC 5.1812
presented above since they are formally similar. Ch, cle’xryéun 11x { @ 9x); cléryoun (Cln 1210, fppetft, and dingeréus. ch. ete’rnel(Zx/ érernél TC 4.1062 (® 1x)
As I h tated. h th 7] . : Ch. fantastik A.Kn 1376 1
s ave s i E , owev:elt, e latter uniquely Ch. cuntendunce(s) 44x (@ 33x); cbuntenaunce v > [1 stress] / C [ v ] ve OR-T) Ch. hablndant E C;l 59/ h5b® dz)
generat:s, without requ ringia;y e)f«lzeptio;al treat- (PP1B pr.24, 5.183, 11,15, 13.111/PPIC 1.26, oll stressi’o “o—— A . abundant B.NP 4115, MV
ment, the stress patterns which reflect the lin- 12.164°, 16.120), (Cln 792), (GGK 100, 1490, . . abundan
guistic intuition of Chaucer and his contemporaries 1539) * ’ ’ 2:1}’ two marﬁed instances remain unanalysed under Ch. infzrnal A.Kn 2684/ {néernél 2x (@ 1x)
as native speakers, while the former neither applies Ch. dfadéme 5x (@ 4x) § approach. Ch. repéntaunt F.Sq 655 ( @ 1x)/ répentfunt
to words of 0l1d French origin in which thé vowel in Ch. élemé . & A.Prol 228 (@ 1x), cf. MV repéntance
~'the last syllable is to begstressed nor discrimi- ;Pize;fgz 21(.&(;))3)(), Slement(z) (PPIB 1825/ bﬁgcgs }t]urn next to words of O%d Fren§h origin in Verbs ¢ ’ /
nates lingulstic stress from alliterative and Ch. fhntasfe 23x (O 1x, © 20%); fhntasye(s) (7Pl " thel: e Migl:n Stress Rule assigns primary stress Ch. accémplice RR12132// dccomplice 3x (@ 1x)
metrical stress. My analysis argues that the Main pr~36, 11.63/PP1B pr.36/PP1C 1.37) penulit. Ch. aparayle 2x/ pardyle LGW 2473 (@ 1x);
Stress Rule of Modern English had essentially Ch. fimerdl 4x (@ 1x ® 1%) Nouns’; , apparayle (PPlA 2,148, 2.190, 7.53/PP1B pr.23,
reached its current form by the late Middle English Adjectives ’ Ch, &Illlialjnce 10x (@ 9x), MV allfaunce/ 2,170, 5.523, 6.59/PP1C 8.161), cf. pipailede
pPeriod [4], This view is consistent with the his- Ch. 4mordus 15x (@ 6x) ¢h. Zpparénce 10x (Q© 1x, @ 7x); cf. apéraunt (PPIC 1.25, 3.224)
torical fact that the system of English word stress Ch: cdntrarfe 11x (®sx)/ contrdrie RR 2246 (@ 1x) (Cln/1007), cf. MV appirant Ch. contfnu 5x (@ 2x)/ céntind RR 5332
was more greatly influenced by Old French than by RR 5312; céntrarie (PPIC 10.193, 20.325), (Cln ¢h. acquéyntaunce(s) 5x/ dcqueyntdunce(s) 15x (@ Ch. deljvere 26x/ délyvére 8x (@ 4x, @ 1x);
: other languages. : i. 266 ’1532) st . ’ ll);); aquoyntaunce (GGK 975) , delyuer (Cln 1084), (GGK 851)/ délyuer (Cln
| A s , Ch, avduntage 4x/ Avauntége 9x (@ 9x), MV adudn- 286, 500)
| Ch. dangerdus 15x ( © 1x, @ 11ix) tage Ch. aé fne bx (@ 4x); cf fne P ¢
LINGUISTIC STRESS VS. STYLISTIC STRESS Ch. désolfat 9x (@ 2x, () 6x) g oot » déterngnedx () 4x); cf. ternyne PF 530, detér-
Ch. £értundt 6x ( 1 Ch, aventdre 80x ( (© 5x, @ 55x); avénture (GGK myned (R, the Redeles 2,.97)
To clarify the distinction between linguistic Ch. é:e:gi 8 X( ©3 ;(’ © 3 248%)/ duenture (GGK 29, 250) Ch. disfigure(d) 3x/ disfiglre(d) 2x (@ 2x)
stress and alliteration and metrical seress, it Ch: ﬁénurgblex18 @( X 0%; of . blely (PPLB Ch. comiundement (z) E.Cl 649, G.CY 1063/cSmaunde- Ch. engéndre 13x/ éngendré 2x (@ 1x); engéndrede
may be useful to outline assumptions underlying 12,155) * @ X3 che Romourabiely mént(z) 13x (@ 9%); cémmaundemens (PP1C (PP}C 11.215), énger}dereé (Cln 272)
‘this paper. Linguistic stress is a concept thet ch nﬁéur/l 11x : 1 12.%103), (GGK 1303, 1501) Ch. enhdbite TC 4.443/ énhabite RR 6355 (@ 1x);
belongs to the study of competence, whereas alli- Ch. érila’ 1;3( © %, @ 3%) . oéri PP1A Ch. covéitise TC 3.261, RR 205/ cveitfse 24x €nhabiten (PP1C 10’1882 .
teration and metrical stress beloné to the study . I7’ La/ggic 7?{1§6© 1"‘9 @5’2‘)’ périlous ( (® 15x); cbue(i)tise (PP1A pr.58, 2.33, 3.158, Ch. enlt:’myned 4x (@ 2x)/ en}umyne/d RR 5344 (® 1x)
- of performance, The former is gemcrated & : Ch. oafal LS T n),  (GGK 2097) 5.107, 10.192/PP1B pr.61, 3.68, 9.155, 10.18, Ch. envényme(d) 2x (@ 2x)/ énvenyme(d) 3x (@ 2x);
context-free rule called the Main va. o h. principal 7x (@ 5x); pryncipal(e) (Cln 1531, 13.391, 14.238/PP1C 1.59, 3.90, 7.39, 11.257, énuenymep (PP1B 12.256)
e n Stress Rule. 1781), cf. principaliche (PP1B 14.194) 13 Ch. réconférte 3x (@ 3x); réconf d (PP1B
Linguistic stress is perfectly grammatical, inde- Ch. résonibele 11x (® 10x); ré(i)sonable (PP1B ( <241, 17,223, 20.254, 22.224), (Cln 181), . ;e;gr;) rte 3x (@ ; réconforte
: pendent of any stylistic consideration and has ’ 1 Erk 237), (GGK 2374, 2380, 2508) )
; mostly been preserved in Modern English, On the I()éils'slgz 13.286/PP1C 1.176, 4.369, 1.33), Ch. hibund4nce 8x ((® 7x), cf. ablndant ¢, remémbere(&h/st/d) 27x/ rémembré RR 4110
; | other hand, the latter types of stress are derived " Ch sc’>v2ra’yn)30x (® 8x); sb (PP1B pr.159 h- ﬁ%e’iss’ance(s) 2x/ Sveisshnce(s) 16x (@ 15), (@103 xénembred (rac 326)
' ‘ by stylistic rul -gei : x); sbuereyn 159, MV obéysance o
i ‘ pZtteZns. Zl;:t::atiogazsdg;:iiizei Stress 10.210, 11.370, 14.114/PP1C 2.148, 7.27, gg' ObSQEVénce(S) 23x (@®17x), cf. MV obse§uange As shown in the Table 2, Chaucer's verses contain
| semi-grammati 3. stress may be 16,295, 23.372), (Cln 93, 178, 210, 552, 557, * Phil8sophre(s) C.Pard 620, G.CY 1394/philosé- 110 unmarked instances versus 324 marked ones in
! grammatical, dependent on style, alliterative 78 Erk hre( 8 ini i
or metrical, and not been d ; : 0, 1152, 1225,1313, 1454, 1643, 1670), (Er p,re s) ,1 X (@ 7x) , the line-initial position, in the caesura, and in
lish. It i; also importanzr:zerizticent:oge'l;giEng_ 120), (GGK 1278), (Pat 429) Ch. rémembrince 43x (@ 37x), MV remémbrance
* : a e Verbs )
legitime Accentverschiebun G {rcun-
hot mamontlih iu Bols undgd;‘;nglclgztefilndgzrvgzi: Ch. cfrcuﬁ?]:{ve TC 5.1865 (@ 1x), cf. MV circue Table 1
ihre Stelle" and in the line-initial position and Exce [
that alliterative and metrical versespdiffer inn glt: zizesifiﬁ zx (@3 melxica. verses e versels(
manner and frequently from legitimate stress shift Ch: fmf(cilt1 ;"e S.Kn 11;264 ‘ stress unmarked Tseub marked unmarked marked
[5]. T will illustrate three types of stress Ch gléri},{y 4 o8 (@ 10 pattern i/nitia;la f:_?_esurfa fzym_e 3} eiew_.eﬁ SV APG A A— P —_——L
patterns and discuss stylistic rules relevant to Ch. ’ {e X (@ 4x) -t — — ” 5
1 ; ked patterns . magniffe HF 1,306 nouns 1 2 118 54 0 0
‘ mar P . Statistical consideration is Ch. mdl { 4 PPIC 39 0
" N de of - mdltiplye 14x ( @ 2x, ® 10x); milteplie ( adjectives 1 5 101 79 2 0
| S made of each type of stress patterns. Examples of 19.226), (Cln 2 ' 12 0 16 0 0
AR metrical verses are drawn from Chaucer's works (5'] Ch. bec fe( Pl 16,196/ verbs 0 : 2 45 0 0
(1369-99); alliterative verses, from Patience [6] ! P;i8p8e;{§h) ox (@lx); bccupien (PPLB ' total 2 2 240 ! 2 85 0
(?c1380), Cleanness [7] (?¢1380), St. Erkenwald Ch. sferiffce’ 19.207) ¢ 2.118) —— e
[8] (c1386), Sir Gawain and the Green Knight [9] ' zzcrif ce 3x (@ 2x); sicrifised (PPLB lp.t ,
(71390), and Plers the Plowman (A [10] al376, B 236°TSEyse (Cln 507, 510, 1447, 1497), (P Table 2
[11) 1378, C'T12] 2a1387). The symbols @, @, -and h. stél 20", FEL 1066) [ lliterati
© stand for line-initial position rhyme ::ae; r ‘ Ch, st llyffe 3x (@ 3x) metrical verses a erative versek .
respectively. ’ ’ ura, Ch. vériffe G.CY 1068 marked unmarked marxe
: : Ch. vérsiffe B.Mk 3168; vérsifie (PP1B 15.367/ S:E:SS unma/rked Tpitigl | cpesura | thyme, elsewhgre v, | +____ | ___ 2
e ipitig’ =
; ansider first words of 01d French origin in which FRIC 18.109) ﬁ“ _E— 0 6 207 ¢ i 33 8
i the Main Stress Rule assigns primar t [ adiect 0 13 2
| @ . antepenultimate vowel P y stress to the In Chaucer's metrical verses (see Table 1 below) ‘a,dJsctives 9 0 . T 8 11 3 0
! : unmarked instances total 396 —-— of which two L0s 84 8 10 238 76 14 36 0
f total 110 324 36
_ 310 Se 55.2.2 . Se 55.2.3 311




Table 3
metrical verses alliterative verses
unmarked marked
ked marked
stress initial caesura rhyme elsewhere | T2TXE un
pattern w_ s | WL 4L —_— A —
nouns - - - - - - - _
adjectives - - - — - - = =
verbs 1 0 20 21 2 1 3 2
1 0 20 21 2 3 2

total 72 5

rhyme (0, 10, and 238, respectively). The Stress
Movement Rule (SMR) applies prior to the Metrical
Rule II (MR-II) to derive metrical forms like
5lli§unce, hébundénce, and éternél from base-
generated forms like allfaunce,'habﬁndance, and
etérnel.

)Y
V—> [1 stress] / C0 ‘m C Co# (SMR)

v
V —> [1 stress] / ___Covco[l stress

C_ (MR-II)
o

78 marked instances occur elsewhere. These cases
are captured in terms of a larger scope of poetic
composition. In the alliterative verses the
Unmarked pattern occurs 14 times, while the marked
one (_/_ ) does occur 36 times. The Allit-
erative Rule (AR) derives from base-generated
forms like au nture, commﬁundemens, and coué(i)tise
Stylistically-motivated forms like fuenture, cém-
maundemens, and c6ue(i)tise.

V —>[1 stress] / #C (COV)CO Co (AR).

Finally, let us consider words of 01d French origin

to which the Main Stress Rule assigns primary

stress to the last vowel, To my knowledge, neither

nouns nor adjectives of the LME- period belong to

this class.

Verbs

Ch. dpercéyv 4x (@ 4x)/ apérceyv 2x; apérseyuede
(PP1B 5.143n/PP1C 20.66n), cf. pirceyued (PP1B
5.143/PP1C 20.66) ’

Ch. cémprehénde 6x (@ 4x), cf. comprénde 3x

Ch. cdndescénde(d) 2x (® 2x)

Ch. éntermédle(d) 2x (@D 1x)

Ch, éntermétte 1lx (® 2x); enterméten (PP1B
11.408)/ éntermeten (PP1B 13,291)

Ch. éntrechiunged(en) 2x

Ch. mfsconstrdwe TC 1.346 (® 1x)

Ch. mysdepirteth B.ML 107

Ch. récoménde(th) 9x (@ 4x); récomaund (i) (PP1B
15,228/ppP1€ 17.355n)

Ch. réprenénde TC 1.510 (@ 1x)

Ch. répresénte 2x ( © 2x)

In Chaucer's verses the unmarked stress pattern
occurs 42 times whereas the marked pattern occurs
only twice.(see Table 3 above). The Metrical Rule
I1 applies to base-generated forms like compre-
hénde and représente to derive metrical forms

like cémgrehénde and rééresénte. In the alliter-
ative lines, however, marked cases exceed unmarked
ones with a ratio of five to one., The Alliterative

Rule applies to base-generated forms like enter-
méten and recomfund to yield rhetoric forms like
&ntermeten and récomaund.

The data illustrated from both of the alliterative
and metrical verses of late Middle English strongly
support my approach that the Main Stress Rule
assigns linguistic stress to the required vowel
and later modification by stylistic rules yields
alliteration or metrical stress according to
rhetorical necessity.

CONCLUS ION

The comparison between poetic licenses in metrical
and alliterative poems has allowed us to clearly
characterize the unmarked stress patterns of late
Middle English which reflect the linguistic
intuition of natjye speakers of that period. The
formulation of the Main Stress Rule. in turn,
sheds light on artistic creativity in alliterative
and metrical verses. Reflection on multi-layered
linguistic data thus enables us to discriminate
what is generated from what is derived even though
we are not allowed to obtain judgment immediately
from native speakers of the late Middle English
period.
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