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According to the type of accent lan-
guages are usually divided into two cathe-
gories: those possessing free accent and
those possessing fixed accent. In langua-
ges of the latter cathegory the position
of accent is conditioned by the phonetic
structure of the word,

The accent is being fixed in various
manners, most of which, however, are vari-
ations of one and the same basic princi-
ple - syllable ¢ounting. In the simplest
case stress falls on a certain syllable
counted from the word's beginning or end.
All other ways of fixing the accent are
apparently being derived from the basic
principle by means of introducing into the
fixation rule of some additional factor -
structure, quantity of the syllable (by
quality we mean both the segmental and
the suprasegmental syllable quality - i.
e, tone).

© Thus, if we take into account the
manner of accent fixation and rules deter-
mining the position of accent in accent-
fixed languages, then following subdivisi-
ons may be distinguished:

1) Languages where the position of
accent is determined by counting the num-
ber of syllables (syllable-counting lan~
guages), e. g, Polish, with its stress on
the penultimate syllable, or Czech, with
stress falling on the word's first sylla-
ble. - .

: 2) ldnguages where the position of
accent is determined both by the syllable
number and the syllable quantity (short
vowel = 1 mora, long vowel = 2 morae) (mo-
re-counting languages), e, g, latin with
its stress on the penultimate syllable if
it contains 2 morae, but on the pre-penu-
ltimate if the penultimate contains 1 mo-
ra.

3) languages where syllable structu-
re is significant as well, e. g. having
stress on the ultimate syllable if it is
closed, but on the penultimate if it ig
open - the suggested (Chr. Sarauw) proto-
Semitic system reflected (although with
some deviations) in the old Arabic gram-
mar by Pedro de Alcala; this basic rule
(with some minor complications) is appa~-
rently preserved in Meghrib dislectsg of

Arabic,

4) Languages where the position of
accent is also determined by vowel quality,
e, g. Moksha; similar systems probably un-
derlie the Mari and Permic morphonemicized
accent,

5) Languages where the position of ac-
cent is determined both by syllable num-
ber and the prosodic syllable features:
East Saharan - Tubu, Kanuri (at least its
Badavi dialect), Kanembu (stress falls on
the first high-tonic syllable; the same
rule functions in Hausa, Yoruba end Bam-
bara); on the East Saharan accent and to-
nal systems see V,A.Dybo, The prosodic 8y-
stem of Tubu (Teda-Kanuri group) - a be-
ginning of changing the tonal system to 2
gystem of paradigmatic accent? - in: Afrl
kanskoye istoricheskoye yazykozneniye, Mo-
scow, 1987; on stress in Yoruba and Bambe-
ra see I.Herms, Ton und Intensitat im Yo-
ruba - Zeitschrift fur Phonetik, Sprachwi-
ssenschaft und Kommunikationsforschung, -
Bd. 35, Hf, 2, 150-156 (1982); S.Braunery
Zur grammatischen Funktion prosodischer
Merkmale im Bambara -~ ibd., 144-149. 4
more complicated rule is noted in Usarufé
(New Guinea): accent is placed in the

word‘s end if the word contains only low- -

tonic syllables, but in the beginning of
& high-tonic syllable sequence (accordi?-
gly, on a single high~tonic syllable) 1
the word contains ouly (or at least some
high-tonic syllables; however, if & wor
beginning with a sequence of high-tonic ;
Syllables has a low-tonic end, then accel
is placed on the last high-tonic Syllab%e
(see "Studies in New Guinea linguistics™
Sidney, 1962, p, 114, see also the 1ist ?©
data on p., 115-127). Ty
All cases when we -know the Prehistop
of a given free accent system or of & Mo

- phonemicized accent system, or when guf-

ficiently persuasive comparative evidenc:
is available, reveal that systems of the
kind develop from systems with fixed acjy
cent added by a factor deforming the f§X
tion rule (i. e, from types 2, 3, 4» 9 ic
It happens after the loss of the phoner
contrast, on which the specifical mannef .
of accent fixation is based, this contr%y
being replaced by a contrast of accent P
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gitions - i, e. under conditions of neu-
tralising phonemic oppositions which had
earlier constituted the factor def_.ming
the basic rule (in other words, the dis-
tinctive role played earlier by segmental
or suprasegmental components of a sylla-
ble, is being transferrzd to the accent
contour of the whole word). Thus, free-
local accent in.some Romance languages is

a result of quantity merger snd therefore, -

of cancelling the “¢contour rule based on
mora counting. The surviving.accent dis-
tinctions are lesing their mora motivation
and become phonemic., A similar free-local
eccent in the Yazva dialect of Komi has
resulted from phonemicizing of accent con-
tours which were previously motivated by
vowel quality distinctions (see the works
of V,I,Lytkin),

Free mccent in Balto-Slavic esnd Ab-
khezo-Ubykh must be explained by phonemi-
¢lzing the accent contours after the loss
of tones which had earlier motivated those
contours (I have given detailed erguments
in favour of this proposal in & series of
papers under a common title "The Balto-
Slavic accent system from a typological
point of view and the problem of reconst-
fucting Indo-European accent™ - in: MBale
to-slavyanskiye etnoyazykovyye kontakty"
Moscow, 1980 (publication i§Zomplete)-yf5r
8 short account see V.A.Dybo, "The Balto-
Slavic aeccent system from g % ological
point of view and the problemygf rgconst-
ﬁ‘éﬁ;ig% thekii[ndo-European accent", in

Sovskiye chteniya 1973", Moscow,
s » PP, 8-10; V,A.Dybo, The West Cauca-
mggi;ccenEKsy?tem %ng the problem of its
*,- nonlferentsiya "Nostraticheskiye
%:3kii.nostratlcheskoye yazykoznaniye.
Agy dOk%adov", Moscow, 1977, pp. 41-45;
igoigzin T?e tonological hypothesis on .
< in g of Indo-European accent systems
teign onferentsiya "Problemy rekonstruk-

» 2325 October 1978, pp. 56-61;

;é@:igigiﬁglagev, 5.Starostin, A tono-
i €818 on the origin of para-
péf‘)g‘g;ign&;ﬁzgttgyste'rlr‘lsil— in: Estonian

16mg * eétics, Tallinn, 1978, pp.
Slae(i)é Zgge;ﬁSC’ S{:L.Nikolayev, The Balto-
Sourceg, Moscoiys1§g6and its Indo-European

? ]

deterggginding on the relation of factors
mrmmmicng the stabilisation of accent to

5 of o word-boupdaries, two extreme ty-
b digyy rP?onemiclzed accent systems can
z%iM1r2§u15hed: 1) if the morphonemici-
8¢cent ty ults in lexical distribution of
Mngfactges (in case the accent-stabili=-
¥ith tpe rz had been primarily connected
smﬂ&lled "Ot morpheme), there arises the
moI‘plmnemicgar&digmatic accent", 2) if the
ton op 800 zation results in a distribu-
ﬁmm an, cegt types among morphological
°aﬂm80r1a§ hegories, one deals with the
being ImmeqiqpoSent”. The second result is
mhiung a fitely obtained after morphone-

Xed accent of the Latin kind.

Here the reasons are obvious: the accenti
contour obtaing the distinctive functions-

“inhérent in the penultimate vowel of the

word (often being the suffix or ending

vowel); further phonetic processes can sim-

plify the situation (as in.French, where
the reduction of non-stressed final vowels
had demolished the distinctive nature of
the accent) or else make it. somewhat more
complicated by creating the word-final po-
‘8ition for stress, parallel with its posi~
‘tions on the 24 and 34 syllables, etc,

: In such cases we usually find a
most frequent"accent'type, which is common
for the vast majority of words_~ it umay be
labelled as the "unmatked" (try: :

stic for certain suffixed structuresd, cer
tain cathegories and word-forms. This dis-
tribution, of course, can never be strict
enough, since the non-derived (synchroni-
cally) lexemes include also a number of
words having a non-triviel accent. In such
cases we usually get following descripti-
ons: one determines the accent types, de-
fines the trivial (unmarked) type and sta-
tes the connection of non-trivial types

with certain cathegories of words and word-

forms; then one gives the list of excepti-
ons. Within the framework of generative
morphonemics one usually 'reconstructs (on
the so-called deep-structure level, with
certain - simplifying or complicating -
approximations) the primary rule of accent
stebilisation, introduces certain marks

denoting reconstructed positions of the ru-

le's application, and then formulates ru-
les translating the "deep" structures to
the surface level (this whole system of
rules is a "synchronisation" of diachroni-
cal processes which had brought the langu-
age's archaic system to its modern state).
Whether the language, in its 'synchronic
state, does really possess such a mecha-
nism, is & separate problem which has to
be explored, and its solution may vary de-
pending on different kinds of generative
models, .

More complicated systems arise af-
ter morphonemicizing of the 5th type of
fixed accent (i. e. the accent connected
with prosodic, tonal features, of syllab-
les), The character of such systems is de-
termined to a large exteyt by the charac-
ter of the tonal systems which they "ref-
lect". Among tonal systems we find systems
with extremely developed so-called gramma—
tical tone (e. g., in Hausa). It is natu-
ral to expect that after the morphonemici-
zation of accent such tonal systems change .
to systems with cathegorial accent,

When the accent of tonal systems

with prevailing "lexical™ tone is being

morphonemicized, there appear systems with
"paradigmatic" accent, often possessing

ther complicated accent types (accent
;:radigms)? such as Slavonic (Bu831an, Ser-
bian, Slovene etc.), Baltic (Lithuanian),

Se 38.3.2

405

_ vial) saccent
type - and several accent types characteni- -




kh) ac-

West Caucasian (Abkha:i ﬁgiiié ggythgir
Qent'gyiiggsisTthgiﬁining the number o{
Jdescrip i lexico-morpholo-
‘accent types within every Tionian oibe

ical word class and its parti of
%lasses, and describing t?etﬁzgivigﬁint
word-accent withig ea;&eg)
typeswy(l;;h:hgggegxig%s a-poss_ibility,,’cyhe .

X a—

e e emens. Scbrifoi-
rves'depin%iﬁghgg mggpggiggcase several

n is esta . :
gccent curves can be united (on)b:iigigf
certain CharaCteriStlctiiatg§:iributed aon
gg:tciigsegf g&:ﬁlgngassy(di a cathegory
characterised by this clasi) is uigazéythe
called an "accent paradigm". Some ? S ine
notion of accent paradigm and aggentress
are being confused; but we shoui s o8 4
that in different word-cathegories g?ested
the same accent paradigm can be men oo
by different accent curves, Then gne ;
mines the content of each accent type,

e. enumerates all lexemes accentuateddac-
cording to a given accent pattern, ag
specifies the accent types of derive ted
structures which may be either connscte
with the accentuation of underlying non-
derived morphemes and with the morphonemic
type of the affix, or else may depend only
on the character of the affix, One outli-
nes the parts of the system where excepti-
ons from the paradigmetic principle of ac-
cent types distribution and a developing
cathegorial accent can be observed, Final-
ly one describes various transformations
of accent curves within syntactic units

tnansfer)of accent to enclities, procli-
tics ete,

Recent decades have shown that Sys-
tems of this kind can be rather efficient-
ly described by means of generative mor-
phonemics, and such degeriptions help dis~
covering many obseutre (from the "surface"
point of view) relations. As an example
of this ¥ind of o diseription, egsentially
structured along the lines of my internal
Teconstruction of the Balto-Slavic syatem
of accent valencies, may be quoted the
study of the Lithuanisn accent system in
the new Lithuanien Grammar (Vilnius, 1985,
Pp. 61-68; section written by A.Girdenis),
A sufficiently complete description eof the
Russian accent system has been ashieved by
A.A.Zaliznyak ("Russi

an nominal word<for- -
mation", Moscow, 1967; n

; "From the Proto-
Slavic accentuation towards the Russian",
Moscow, 1985), A "

gsnerative" description
of the Abkhagz accent gystem based on the

"The typology and the reconstruction of
paradigmatic asccent systems" (in "Aktsen-
tologiya i sravnitelno—istoricheskiy me- -
tod", in print), :

Languages with "paradigmatic accent"
in many cases reveal

& tendency of shif-
ting towards "cathegorial accent" by means

lisation within cer?ain]exhﬂ
ggtgzggiges end especially within derive-
tional types of some accent paradigms,
Examples of different progressivg stages
of this tendency are the Russian, the Ii-
thuanian and the Pushtu accent systems,
Results presented in this paper ci.n
probably serve as a basis for distimm{
shing between languages with mo_rphongzlhf
“cized accent systems and langueges wi

“%ornal word-contours and tonal paradigms

1tg of |
terns) which are possibly resq_“,.

gg;gdizte development - and not ?'f 8 "re'
presentation" - of systems with "classic
toges, : .
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